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GALATIANS ii. 18. 


For if I build again the Things which I deſtroyed, I make 
myſelf a Tranſgreſſor. 


HE Words of the Apoſtle, which I have read to you, con- 

demn the dangerous Inconſiſtency of thoſe, who having em- 

braced the Goſpel Covenant, and being thence entitled to 

Juſtification by Faith alone, yet ſtill, to the Infringement of 

that Liberty wherewith Chri? had made them free, were for adhering to 

the Works of the Law, and infiſted, that even the Gentile Converts were 
under the Obligation of the ceremonial Part of the Moſaic Inſtitution. 

Againſt this pernicious Error of the judaizing Chriſtians, and the ve 
blameable Diſſimulation of St. Peter himſelf, the Great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, in this Expoſtulation with him, with his uſual Ardour declares, and 
with invincible Arguments proves, that, by ſuch a Deviation from the 
Terms of the Goſpel Covenant, they would forfeit all its Promiſes and 
Privileges, and make themſelves Franſgreſſors; 7. e. (as he elſewhere ex- 
preſſes it) They would become Debtors to the whole Law, and conſequently 
be concluded under Sin. For by the Law was no Remiſſion of Sins. + 

That this is the true Senſe of the Words, is ſo plain and evident, as well 
from the whole Tenor of the Epiſtle as from the immediate Context, that I 
ſhall not waſte your Time in any farther Explication of them. I chooſe 
rather to point out to you the Uſe and Propriety of my Application of 
them to the Deſign of this Day's Solemnity. 

How juſtly due from our Proteſtant Anceſtors this pious Thankſgiving 
for the Divine Mercy firſt was, the Greatneſs of their Deliverance, too 
plain and recent then to be denied (a) or forgot, ſufficiently declared ; how 
neceſſary to be continued ſince by their Poſterity, the ſeveral repeated 
Attempts of the ſame inveterate and reſtleſs Adverſary, are ſo many unan- 
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ſwerable Arguments. Would to God, that I was not able to add, that 
the frequent Inſtances of Ingratitude and Forgetfulneſs, and a ſtupid Inſen- 
ſibility or Contempt of the like Dangers, furniſh a melancholy and morti- 
fying Proof of the preſent Uſe and Neceſſity of this Anniverſary. 

In Conformity then to the excellent Deſign of our Church to keep alive 

in us a grateful Senſe of former Deliverances from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, and to excite us to guard with conſtant Care and Vigilance againſt 
every future Attempt to deſtroy or enſlave us, I intend to apply the 
Aſſertion of the Apoſtle to the Illuſtration and Inforcement of the Truth of 
this Propoſition ; viz. That all the Members of our pure and reformed 
Church, but more eſpecially the Miniſters of the Goſpel, are indiſpenſably 
obliged to uſe their utmoſt Diligence to prevent the Return of Papal Uſurpa- 
tion and Tyranny, in any Shape, or under any Pretence whatſoever : And 
this, as they would vindicate the Juſtice of the Reformation, and the Principles 
on which the Church of England is eſtabliſhed. For if we build again, or 
by our Treachery or Negligence ſuffer others to build again, the Things 
which we deſtroyed, we make not Them, but Ourſelves, the Tranſgreſſors. 
No to keep up a due Senſe of this Obligation, I knew nothing more 
efficacious, than briefly to recollect and review the fundamental Principles 
of the Religion, or rather the Policy, of the See of Rome : Thoſe, I mean, 
which oblige the Britiſp Subjects of that Communion to become Traitors 
to their Proteſtant Princes; and Popiſh Princes, to. perſecute and oppreſs 
their Proteſtant Subjects. Principles widely different (as a ſhort Compariſon 
will ſhew) from Thoſe, upon which our excellent Church is. eſtabliſhed ; 
and by which the Prince and People of, her Communion. find it their Intereſt 
as well as Duty to be directed, in the ſincere: and faithful Diſcharge of their 
ſacred Obligations to each other. 

By the Conſideration of theſe Particulars we ſhall find ourſelves enabled 
to ſee, in its true Light, the inconſiſtent Wickedneſs and Folly of thoſe Pro- 
teſtants, who ſuffer their Allegiance to a Proteſtant Prince to be corrupted 
by Popiſh Diſtinctions and Equivocations. And laſtly, from the Whole, 
we may draw ſuch Inferences, as are, in point of Prudence as well as Con- 
ſcience, more peculiarly uſeful to us of this Place. 

Firſt then for the treaſonable Principles of Popery. 

It is undoubtedly a fundamental Tenet, an indiſpenſable Article of that 
Faith, and held by every true Roman Catholic, that the Biſhop of Rome, 
as Chriſt's Vicar upon Earth, is, by an uninterrupted Succeſſion derived 
trom his Apoſtle St. Peter, the ſupreme Head and abſolute Governor of 
every Chriſtian Church and Kingdom : And this, by an unalienable, irre- 
verlible Divine Right (4); a Right, that inveſts him with an unlimited Au- 
thority to puniſh, as his Infallibility endues him with unerring Knowlege to 
judge, all Hereſy, in every Chriſtian Prince and People. | 
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In Conſequence of this Doctrine, and by a Power that he claims of dif. 
penſing with any Oath that He ſhall deem ſinful, he has alſo (whenever he 
pleaſes to exert it) an uncontroulable Privilege of abſolving the Subject from 
his Allegiance to an heretical Prince: And This he poſſeſſes unalienably, 
and by Priority of Supremacy, notwithſtanding any ſubſequent Declaration 
or Promiſe, made by the Subject, any Renunciation or Abjuration to the 
contrary : All which Engagements, being by their very Nature ſo many 
Treaſons againſt his own indefeaſable Supremacy, are ſinful, and conſe- 
quently to be deemed originally null and void. 

From theſe Doctrines it alſo follows, that all Roman Catholic Subjects 
are indiſpenſably obliged, on Peril of that everlaſting Damnation, of which 
He claims the Denunciation and Diſtribution, to depoſe and deſtroy their 
civil Governors, in whatever Way and Manner he ſhall direct and or- 
dain. | 

If, in Oppoſition to theſe his abſolute and more than Divine Commands, 
any weak Doubts and Scruples of natural Conſcience, any fond Remains of 
Duty and Allegiance, or any tender Sentiments of Pity and Compaſſion, 
ſhall ariſe on ſuch Occaſions, in the reluctant Hearts of trail Catholics, they 
muſt all be, and often have been, quelled and ſubdued by them, (c) either as 
ſo many Inſtances of human and carnal Infirmity, or as diabolical Tempta- 
tions to Spiritual Diſloyalty and Rebellion againſt their Holy Father and 
Sovereign Pontiff; to whom is committed by Heaven the irreſiſtible Power 
of pulling down one King and ſetting up another ; and before whom, all 
theſe vain and heretical Imaginations muſt be caſt down. 

That this impious Syſtem, big as it is with Prevarication and Perjury, 
Treaſon and Rebellion, is the real unaggravated Doctrine of the Church of 
Rome, and binds the Conſciences of all Subjects in her Communion (tho? it 
may be often maſked to ſome, even of Them, by conſummate Policy, and 
endleſs Hypocriſy): I ſay, that this is really ſo, appears, in Principle, from 
the concurrent Teſtimony of their Canons and Councils, their moſt celebrated 
Doctors, and moſt adored Popes : In Practice, by the horrid Treaſon and 
Maſſacre, intended againſt our whole Legiſlature as on this Day. 

For whoever calmly and candidly peruſes the plain hiſtorical Account 
of the Riſe, and Progreſs, and Diſcovery, of this Conſpiracy, as opened 
by the Pleadings, proved by the Evidence, and confeſſed by the Cri- 
minals, will find, that it was not owing (as has been falſly ſuggeſted) to 
any other Motives, or carried on by any other Means, than ſuch as are 
entirely conſiſtent. with the Ptinciples of Their Religion, by whom it was 
conducted (4). 

For the Contrivers were not a Set of ignorantly enthuſiaſtic and illiterate 
Men, or of prodigal, needy, and diſappointed Malecontents, that, in a 
gloomy Fit of Spleen, or ſudden Phrcniy of Rage, haſtily and as 
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raſhed into Treaſon, but were calm, cool, and determined Men; ſome of 
them of Birth, Figure, and Fortune; of Education and Learning ; who 
yet modeſtly and dutifully conſulted their ſpiritual Guides and Paſtors, and 
reccived from them (conveyed indeed with dark and deep Caution) not 
only repeated Solutions of their Scruples in the Confeſſion and Abſolution 
of their Sins, but alſo, as the Cement and Seal of their Union, and Secrecy, 
and Perſeverance, the Sacrament of the Bleſſed Body and Blood, nay, in 
their Opinion, the real Body of the meck and forgiving Jeſus, who died to 
lave his Enemies, 

In ſhort, we need not ſcruple to own, that tho* they were our Enemies, 
yet, if the Principles of Popery be truly Chriſtian, Theſe were Men of 
great Piety and Devotion, moſt zealous Chriftians and Catholics in forming 
the Deſign, and moſt heroic Martyrs in ſuffering for it: But if they are 
not, and the Goſpel be true, what muſt we think of their Religion ? 

Such are che Principles of Loyalty, which the See of Rome teaches ; ſuch 
the Duty ſhe injoins her Sons to Pay to their proteſtant Prince. 

Let us now ſee what ſhe injoins to a Popiſh Prince, who happens to reign 
over Proteſtant Subjects. 

And here we ſhall find, Tyranny, Oppreſſion, and Perſecution, to be in- 
diſpenſably commanded him by the ſame infallible and irreſiſtible Authority; 
and the ſmalleſt Indulgence and Toleration of what ſhe calls Hereſy, to be 
forbidden him, on the Peril, not only of forfeiting his earthly Crown, but 
allo of incurring eternal Damnation. | 

And for this, we have likewiſe the concurrent Teſtimony of their 
Canons and Councils; their Doctors and Popes ; confirmed alſo by Hiſtory 
and Experience, and uniform conſtant Practice. 

In their Canon Law, which binds all true Roman Catholics, we find the 
following Words: „Be it known to all, that they are freed from all Service 
e to-manifeſt Heretics, how ſtrong ſoever their Obligations may be.“ 
(Capite Cum ſecundum leges, de Hæret. lib. vi. et capite Abſolutos)—Hence 
proceeds the famous Maxim, That Faith is not to be kept with Heretics, 
which, however ſoftened and diſguiſed by Roman Catholics, is the Doc- 
trine of their Church, and openly taught and maintained in Spain and Italy, 
by their moſt eminent Divines. (See Simanc. Inſtit. Cath. Tit. 46. N. 
52—54. et Brun. de Heret. et Schiſmat. lib. Ixxiii. c. 15.) 

Simancas, among the reſt, detends and confirms it by the Practice of the 
Council of Conſtance, which, in Violation of the public Faith, ordered 
John Huſs to be burnt alive: * Heretics, ſays he, were juſtly burnt with 
** righteous Flames, tho* they had been promiſed Safety.** (Simanc. de 
Cathol. doctr. Tit. 40.) The famous Thomas Aquinas, honoured by 
the Popes with the Title of Angelic Doctor, teaches, that an incorrigible 
Heretic ought to be accuſcd to the Judges of Faith, tho* a Catholic may 

have 
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have bound himſelf by an Oath to the contrary. (Thom. Aguin. Queelt. 
114.) Nay, this Doctrine has been defined and declared by the Popes 
themſelves : For Pope Martin V. in the Letter, which he wrote to Alex- 
ander, General of Lithuania, diſſuading him from giving any Aſſiſtance 
to the Heretics (as he ſtyles them) of Bobemia, tells him in expreſs Terms, 
that if he had pledged his Faith to Heretics, who are Violators of the holy 
Faith, he would fin mortally, it he kept it, - becauſe a Believer can have 
no Communication with an Infidel. (See Bzcvius in Contin. Ann. Baron. ad 
Ann. 1422.) Some of the Roman Catholic Writers, aſhamed to own, 
and not daring to deny ſuch a Doctrine, have, of late Years, with a View 
to deceive unwary Proteſtants, in various Manners, endeavoured to diſguiſe 
it; and not without Succeſs ; ſince ſome in theſe Kingdoms, tho* Pro- 
teſtants (that is, tho' adjudged Heretics by the Church of Rome, and as 
ſuch yearly curſed and excommunicated), ſeem perſuaded, that they may 
depend upon the Promiſes of One of that Communion. But the Words of 
Martin are too plain and explicit ; and among all true Roman Catholics 
(and ſurely ſuch are thoſe who have been brought up at Rome), to queſtion 
his Authority is renouncing that Faith. If you have been any ways 
engaged by Promiſe to undertake their Defence (that is, of the Bo- 
e Hhemians), know, that you will ſin mortally, if you keep it.” —— And 
who can perſuade himſelf after ſuch a Declaration, that a Roman Catholic 
Prince, however engaged by Promiſe or Oath to undertake- the Defence 
of a Proteſtant Church, will keep it; nay, will not think himſelf obliged 
in Conſcience to break it, as ſoon as he can do it with Safety? | 

The Truth of this, and more, is fully proved by the ſingle Experience 
of the Church of England, in the Reign of King James II.— For that 
unfortunnte Prince, notwithſtanding the apparent Danger of ſuch an illegal 
Conduct, and contrary to all the Obligations of Gratitude and Honour, as 
well as every Motive of Intereſt, forgetting or deſpiſing that Exceſs of 
Loyalty and Submiſſion, of Zeal for his Right of Succeſſion, and the in- 
violate Preſervation of the Prerogative, which our Church expreſſed both 
before and after the Beginning of his Reign; I ſay, notwithſtanding all 
theſe Ties, in Return for this, and more Merit towards him, than many of 
the Members of her Communion chooſe to boaſt of ; this weak Prince, but 
firm Catholic, broke thro? every repeated Promiſe, Aſſurance, and Engage- 
ment to protect and defend Her; filenced her Preachers, menaced and 
impriſoned her Biſhops ; and, to complete her Ruin, attempted to pollute, 
by violent Means, theſe pureſt Fountains of her holy and undefiled Religion. 
And left his oppreſſed Subjects ſhould retain any vain Hope of an 


Alleviation of their Slavery from his future Clemency, he openly aſſumed 
a Right, that entitled him, and provided a Power, that (he thought) would 
enable him, to diſpenſe with and deſtroy every other Right, Law, and 

Privilege: 
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Privilege of the Subject, religious or civil, that might ſtand in the Way of 
this Deſign. 

And all this was done by Him, not at the Inſtigation of a violent or am- 
bitious Pope, terrifying his Conſcience by the Thunder of a new Decretal ; 
but was the natural Conſequence of the fundamental and indiſpenſable Ar- 
ticles of his Faith. He did not depart from Them in doing all This; but 
muſt have departed from them, if he had not attempted it, when he 
thought it was in his Power to ſucceed. 

I ſay not This of Him, in order to offer any Juſtification of Popiſh 
Princes in exerciſing ſuch Tyranny, or as any Argument for their Proteſtant 
Subjects to ſubmit to it, contrary to the Laws and Conſtitution of their 
Country, But, if fuch miſerable Deluſion as His, will extenuate the 
Guilt of Tyranny, Perjury, and Perſecution itſelf, I aſk once more, what 
muſt we think of his ReL1@1on ? 

Thanks be to God, and to the Reformation eſtabliſhed here, and {tilt 
ſubſiſting in Spite of the Efforts made to deſtroy it, we have not ſo learnt 
Chriſt. The Proteſtant Prince and People of Britain both equally diſclaim 
in themſelves, and deny in others, any ſuch Plenitude of Power, as can 
annul either of their mutual Obligations, of juſt and legal Protection on 
one Side, and faithful and ſincere Obedience on the other. There is no 
Principle of their Church, no Article of their Faith, no outward or inward 
Doctrine of their Teachers, that licenſes or palliates Prevarication and Per- 
jury, Tyranny or Treaſon, Perſecution or Rebellion. 

If any of our Communion ſhould be weak or wicked enough to preach 
or practife any of Theſe, they muſt fetch their Arguments and Excuſes 
from the Romiſb Magazine, which they profeſs to have long rejected, and 
left for ever: And if they build again the Things, which they had deſtroyed, 
they make themſelves the Tranſgreſſors. 

"Tis true indeed, that the See of Rome may (tho' not in the Degree ſhe 
pretends) plead great Antiquity, and long Poſſeſſion, againſt our deſtroying 


that goodly and venerable Edifice of Tyranny which ſhe had been ſuffered 


to erect in theſe Kingdoms.- But the whole Amount of this favourite 
Argument, againſt our having reſumed our Chriſtian Liberty, is but barely 
this, That we ought to have deſtroyed her Tyranny ſooner ;. that we ought 


to be aſhamed of having worn her Chains ſo long, and to beware for the 


future either of putting them on ourſelves, or ſaffering Her to lip them up- 
on us.—— What! It a thouſand Precedents could be produced in favour 
of Tyranny, eccleſiaſtical or civil, by its Romiſh or Proteſtant Ad vocates; 
what would they all together prove, but that Britous and Chriſtians had, to 
the perpetual Diſgrace of both thoſe Names, and in Contradiftion to the 
true Senſe of Law and Goſpel, thro' their own Weakneſs and Wicked- 
neis, and the Fraud and Violence of others; been often, and long, and 

grievoully 
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grievoully opprefled ?— But, muſt we therefore ſcruple to be free, nay, 
beg to be reſtored to Slavery, as to our Inheritance; tho' we have, with 
Innocence and Safety, received from our Fathers the far more antient 
Right and Inheritance of Chriftians and Britons ? 

God forbid! Neither the pure and mild Precepts of Chriſt, nor the juſt 
and equitable Laws of our Country, how long or frequently ſoever their 
Ule and Enjoyment may have been ſuſpended by theſe injurious Means, 
ever ought, from any ſuperſtitious Veneration of ours for ſuch weak or 
wicked Precedents, to loſe one Jot or Tittle of their unalenable Authority 
over the Conſciences of Chriſtians and Engliſhmen. 

And now (Heaven be praiſed for the double Deliverance!) that Goſpel, and 
thoſe Laws, have been reſtored, vindicated, aſcertained, and confirmed to 
us, by a glorious Reformation, and a happy Revolution. By Them, we 
again poſſeſs our Bibles and our Magna Charta, our Sacraments and our 
Laws, the Religion of Chriſt, and the Liberties of England. 
all theſe, and the many Bleſſings they imply, are again our own, our legal, 
and (L truſt) our laſting Property; unleſs we ourſelves ſhould be led blind- 
fold by the Succeſſors of the Traitors of this Day, to aſſiſt again in under- 
mining them. Acain, did I fay ? I recall the injurious Expreſſion : 


For in thoſe Days there was no Proteſtant ſo falſe to his Faith, Intereſt, 
and Oaths, as to aſſiſt Popiſh Traitors in deſtroying a Proteſtant Succeſ- 


ſion. 

By the Revolution, and its happy Conſequence, viz. the Settlement of 
the Crown upon the neareſt Proteſtant Line, continuing ſuch, and marrying 
Proteſtants, this noble Structure of Britiſh Freedom, religious and civil, 
is at length placed upon a known and viſible, a natural, and ſtable Founda- 
tion; a Foundation, that is the only Support of the united Rights of our 
Church and State. | 


As for the Princes that have reigned over us ſince this great Renewal 


and Improvement of our Conſtitution, we may, without flattering ei- 


ther the Dead or the Living, triily ſay, That they have All of them, 


thro* five ſucceſſive Reigns, frequently acknowleged and confirmed theſe 
Rights: Nor is there a ſingle Inſtance to be given, in which any one of 
them ever pretended to ditpenſe with his ſacred Obligations to maintain 
them all inviolate. Would to God, that for the Honour of England, 
and the Love we juſtly bear to its excellent reformed Church, and the very 
Name of Proteſtant, we could affirm the ſame of all their Subjects! 


But, to paſs by ſome moſt cruel and bloody Conſpiracies againſt the Life 


of Him, who was, under God, our great Deliverer; and other moſt per- 
ſidious Attempts againſt his pious Succeſſor ; Have not we ourſelves ſeen, 
againſt two moſt juſt and merciful Proteſtant Princes, two open, audacious, 
and (I had almoſt ſaid) Proteſtant Rebellions ? 

| Several 


By them, 
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Several indeed of the Leaders, and their Followers, tho* they had lived 
outwardly and nominally in Communion with Proteſtants, were not ſincerely 
ſuch ; but publicly died in the Confeſſion of the Romiſb Faith. 

And fince ſuch perfidious Practices are perfectly agreeable to Popiſh 
Principles, tho* directly contrary to ours, I wiſh we could ſay the ſame of 
the reſt, But Truth and Juſtice extort it from us, and we muſt with Grief 
and Shame confeſs, that there were ſeveral engaged in theſe unnatural Rebel- 
lions, eſpecially the former, who ſeemed in every other reſpect to be 
Proteſtants, and yet were infatuated enough, by ſtrange Prejudices, and 
unaccountable Apprehenſions of I know not what dangerous Deſigns of the 
State againſt the Church, to enter into them upon the Pretence of Religion 
itſelf, Moſt ſtrange and unaccountable ſure muſt theſe Dangers have been, 
that could make Proteſtants think it expedient to call in a Popiſh Prince to 
the Defence of their Faith | | | 

| Yet ſo it was; and therefore, in a fair Balance of the Account of Trea- 
ſon between us and our Romiſh Adverſaries, this Article to our Diſadvan- 
tage muſt not be omitted. We muſt, I ſay, tho* to our own public Diſ- 
grace, and their inward Joy and Triumph (mix*d, no doubt, with a juſt 
Contempt for ſuch poor Politicians), honeſtly and ingenuouſly confeſs it: 
Yet with this Diminution of their Triumph, and Abatement of the Guilt of 
our credulous and inconſiſtent Brethren, that moſt of them were unwarily 
led into it by the Artifices of diſguiſed Popiſh Emiſſaries and Factors for 
Treaſon; who were then moſt full of their Fears for the Safety of our Church, 
as they have ſince been loudeſt in the Cry for Liberty. - | 

But (to our Comfort be it ſpoken, and, to the Honour of the Zngli/h 
Clergy, ever remembered!) many of theſe honeſt but deluded Men were 
ſhewn their Folly and their Danger, before it was too late; and the Progreſs 
of this Miſchief was ſtopped, perhaps not leſs by proper and wiſe Admoni- 
tions, than by the Force of Arms. Some indeed of thoſe unhappy Men, 
to the eternal Diſgrace of their Underſtandings, and not of their Faith (which 
diſclaimed and abhorred ſuch a Conduct), perſiſted to fight under French 
and Roman Banners againſt their Engliſb Prince and Brethren. 

But, Thanks be to God, who hath once more given us the Victory! — 

Yet it ſtill behoves us to be upon our Guard againſt the ſame Popiſh 
Deluders. For having long been obliged (for too many Reaſons to be men- 
tioned at this time) outwardly to relinquiſh their old exploded Syſtems of 
Tyranny and Slavery, and having become the loudeſt in the contrary Re- 
publican Cry of popular Liberty, they now endeavour to make our juſt 
Revolution itſelf a Precedent for Treaſon, and the Laws of the Land a Li- 
cence for Rebellion 5 


And this they chiefly accompliſh by artful Diſtinctions about Oaths. 
| is To 
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To obviate therefore the Arts of theſe Men, to arm weak Minds againſt 
their Seductions, is as much the Buſineſs of the Pulpit, as any other Part of 
our Duty here.— Firſt then, agreeably to the whole Courſe and Practice of 
Popery, which (as a great Man (e) well obſerves) is a Religion of Diſtinttions, 
they begin by finding Diſtinctions between the Kinds of Allegiance, and alſo 
between the Nature of Oaths, but which, in reality, leave no Sort of Dif- 
ference between thoſe, who proceed upon theſe Diſtinctions, and the moſt 
perjured Traitors.— For can a Co-operation to the Subverſion of any Go- 
vernment, or even Indifference to the Support of it when it is attacked by 
an abjured Claimant, agree with any Notion of Allegiance whatever? or 
can ſuch a Behaviour be reconciled to any Idea of the Obligation of Oaths ? 
which muſt be either taken without any Meaning at all, or with an Intent 
to deceive (than which a worſe Mockery of the Divine Majeſty cannot be 
conceived) ; or muſt be meant as a Security given to the Government, by the 
Authority of which they are impoſed. And what Security are they, if they 
may be broke, whenever that very Prince, who is by the Words of them 
expreſly abjured, ſhall have Power enough to endanger that Government an 
Right of Succeſſion, which they expreſly confirm ? | 

But theſe Oaths (ſay thoſe wicked Deceivers) are compul/ively impoſed, 
& and therefore may be lawfully broken.“ 

If they may be lawfully broken, they cannot be lawfully taken.— For no 
Compulſion, but what is neceſſary and invincible, can, with any Colour of 
Argument, be offered as a Juſtification for taking them, againſt the Duty 
of a prior Allegiance; and the more indiſſoluble they eſteem the Ties of 
that Allegiance, the leſs excuſable are they for taking any Oath inconſiſtent 
with it; eſpecially under a Government, which impoſes ſuch Oaths only as 
the Sanction for preſerving itſelf by a proper Diſpoſition of its own Rewards: 
A Right never yet denied to any Government, however eſtabliſhed. 

If then theſe Oaths are lawfully exacted and taken, how can it be lawful 
to break them without an entire Subverſion of the Conſtitution by the King; 
ſuch a Subverſion as that, which, by the Judgment of the whole Legiſ- 
lature, freed all the Subjects of King James the Second from their Allegiance 
to him and his Family? Can any ſuch be pleaded now ?2—How vain then, 
how deteſtable is this Pretence, how ſubverſive of Juſtice, good Faith, 
and all human Society 

But when by theſe wicked Evaſions the Agents of Rome have conquered 
the Scruples.of their Proteſtant Friends in point of Morality, they then pro- 
ceed to quiet their Fears upon the Danger that threatens them, with reſpect 
to Religion, from the Subverſion of the preſent Eſtabliſhment.. 
It has, we know, been ſuggeſted, by way of Aſſurance againſt that 
“ Uneaſineſs, that the late youthful Adventurer for the Crown is fo far 
t from being a Bigot to the Romiſh Superſtition, that there is good Reaſon 
* to hope, he has no Religion _ all.“ 

In 


- 
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la Anſwer to which — But I will not ſhock this religious Aſſembly with 
any Anſwer to ſo profligate and impious an Argument. 
I will only ſay, That if there are many among us, who, in Confidence 
of this Security, fear nothing. from a poprſh Succeſſion, toe have every-thing 


to fear from them. 
gut perhaps Popery itſelf may now be grown more mild and moderate 


« towards Heretics z and the excluded Family may now be convinced of 
« the Folly of violent Meaſures, by the long Loſs of Three rich and flouriſh- 
„ ing Kingdoms: Which Conſideration may alſo incline the Pope himſelf 
&© to gentler Meaſures, for the ſake of Thoſe, who have ſuffered ſo much 
by the Zeal of their Anceſtor for the Holy See.“ 

To this we, who have ſo very imperfect an Acquaintance with the reign- 
ing Politics of Rome, can only reply from all paſt Experience. And as 
that has no Weight with Men of this Character, we muſt, I fear, leave 
them in poſſeſſion of thoſe pleaſing Hopes; eſpecially as they are ſupported 
and ſtrengthened by the new Creation of a Cardinal Protector of their 
own. 1 
But to be more ſerious: In one Light, the Event I have mentioned, may 
be uſefully view'd by us. I mean, as a ſtrong Proof of the groſs Deluſion, 
which ſome Proteſtants had ſuffered themſelves to be brought under, in 
entertaming Hopes, that the younger Part of this excluded Family might 
be eaſily reconciled to the Proteſtant Faith, nay, in believing, that they 
had received favourable Impreſſions of it in their Education. Bur ſurely, 
by this late Promotion, the Court of Rome ſhews herſelf convinced, that 
either their Eyes are already opened, or never can be opened. Thar 
Court may perhaps now truſt our Ruin to other Hands: From whence if 
it ſhould come, it will be ſome Alleviation of our Miſery, that it did not 
come from ourſelves. But I truſt, it we can but learn to deſerve it, the 
ſame gracious Providence, that has ſo often ſaved us from ourſelves, will 
allo protect us againſt hem, | 

I cannot quit this Head without referring them, by way of a farther 
Anſwer to this vain Surmize of the growing Mildneſs and Moderation of 
Popery, not only to the Bull of Pope Clement XI. (/) but alſo to the late, 
perhaps the preſent, Perſecution of French (g) and German Proteſtants, as a full 
Proof, that the Spirit of this Religion is ſtill the ſame, however it may 
comply and yield (for the Sake of a preſent Intereſt, or a preſſing Neceſſity) 
to a temporary, Toleration of thoſe who differ from them; or perhaps give 
them a Promiſe of a laſting Toleration. 55 

And as to the Hope of the excluded Family's being made wiſer, and 
more averſe to violent Meaſures, from the Correction of Experience, it would, 
1 own, be ſtrange, if ſuch Experience hath not taught them the Wiſdom 
of diſſembling, and of wearing at leaſt the Maſk. of Moderation, till they 
are reſtored, and for ſome time after: But this is a Wiſdom, which their 
Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant Friends would have more Reaſon to fear, than to wiſh for; 
ſince that would be the moſt politic and probable Method of completing 
the Ruin of our Religion : a Fear, that may well oyerbalance this light and 
_ vain Hope, fo contrary to the very Eſſence and Spirit of Popery, and to the 
Zeal and Bigotry of thoſe Popiſh Princes, whether of France or Spain, to 
whom the excluded Family muſt chiefly owe its future Reſtoration and 
Support. : 

I am now come to apply (as I at firſt propoſed) theſe general Conſi- 
derations to our own particular Uſe, by offering the moſt powerful Mo- 
tives to continue and confirm us in the moſt prudent, as well as con- 
ſcientious Diſcharge of the Duty inculcated throughout this Diſcourſe. 
But I have already detained you long; and a very brief Exhortation will 
ſuffice: for this Purpoſe. 

- I ſhall therefore confine myſelf to one Particular. 

We of this Place, who are charged with the Education of Proteſtant 
Youth (in which the Religion of their Country always claims the moſt con- 
ſiderable Share), can never want proper Opportunities of unravelling to 
them the ſubtle Myſtery of Iniquity, the huge Maſs of political Impoſture, 
on which the Papal Uſurpation and Tyranny are founded, and which bind 
their Kings in ſpiritual Chains, and their Nobles with worſe than Links of 
Iron. The great Concluſion reſulting from all which Diſcoveries, and without 
which they are all imperfect, is This, viz. the abſolute Inſecurity of a Pro- 
teſtant Church under a Popiſh Prince. Now this important Truth, how- 
ever artfully diſguiſed by the Sophiſtry of Romiſh Arguments, is moſt 
clearly evinced by HisTory, and a fair and regular Detail of Facts. As 
often therefore as the Popiſh Emiſſaries, or the deluded Faction of Pro- 
teſtants (who condeſcend to make themſelves their Inſtruments and Tools), 
ſhall infuſe into the Young, and Credulous, and Unexperienced, treacherous 
Hints of the growing Mildneſs and Moderation of the Papal See; it can 
never be improper to remind them of the true Genius and Spirit of that 
Religion, as it appears in their Canons and Councils, and in the Writings 
of their moſt approved Authors, and in their whole Practice, where-ever they 
had the Power to let their Principles a& without Reſtraint. 

If the general Hiſtory of Popery ſhould not do this in a manner alarm- 
ing enough, the Hiſtory of our own Country certainly will, nay, the par- 
ticular Hiſtory of this Place. Since, ſhould we be ſilent, theſe very Walls 
might declare it. 

For Here, in this holy Temple, to wipe off the Imputation of former 
Violence (+), a Cranmer, and a Ridley, were gracioully invited to a fair and free 
-Diſputation with their Romiſh Opponents. Here they diſputed ; and when 
Shouts, and Hiſſes, and all ſuch mild and moderate Arguments were found 
inſufficient to convince thoſe obſtinate Heretics, they were, to the immortal 

| C 2 Honour 
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Honour of Popiſh Mildneſs and Moderation, ſtaked to yonder Pavement (i), 


and there fully confuted by (what has been juſtly called) She only unanſwer- 
able Argument of Popery. 

Here alſo, the aged Latimer declared himſelf to be then unable to diſ- 
pute for his Religion; but there convinced them (by the only Argument, 
that they permit to be freely-offergd) that he could die for it. 

Here alſo, under a later Reign of this mild Religion, an antient and 
illuſtrious Society (+) was deprived of its legal Governors, and They of their 
Frecholds, for bravely, but modeſtly, oppoſing the arbitrary Impoſition of 


a diſqualify'd Preſident, and (moſt heretically !) refuſing to violate their 


Oaths. There the good intrepid Hough led on the glorious Oppolition to 
Popiſh Oppreſſion and Violence, which ended at length in the intire Re- 
ſtoration and Freedom of that excellent Church, of which he afterwards in 
Age, as here in Youth, long lived to be, in happier Times, a moſt vener- 
able Support and Ornament. | | | 
Thus we, who are Members, more eſpecially Inſtructors in theſe moſt 
renowned Proteſtant Seminaries, can never want either Opportunities of 
teſtifying our own Loyalty, or Arguments for confirming and eſtabliſhing 
that of others. Our Profeſſions and Employments conſtantly furniſh us 
with the firſt; and our Hiſtory, our local Hiſtory, abounds with the latter; 
fo much abounds with them, that it need not furniſh more! 
Beſides, the very Nature of this political Virtue not only admits, but 
demands, our conſtant and diligent Application of theſe Opportunities and 
Arguments to this Purpoſe. 
For true Loyalty is. always open, explicit, and unambiguous z and, on 
every . neceſſary Occaſion, that ſuits our ſeveral Characters and Stations, is 
reſolute, vigorous, and active; ever propagating and diffuſing itſelf by Per- 


ſuaſion or Precept, by Argument or Authority, by Exhortation and 


Example. | 

Under this Senſe of the Duty, and from a Fear of neglecting any Part 
of the Tafk aſſigned me on this doubly memorable Day, I have ventured 
to detain you thus long; 1 am perſuaded, unneceſſarily, and perhaps 
tediouſly.—— But in This, I choſe rather to depend on your patient and 
favourable Acceptance of ſo ſincere an Inſtance of my. conſtant Zeal for the 
true Honour and Intereſt of theſe Societies, than to run the Riſk of charg- 
ing myſelf with the Guilt of any Omiſſion. 

I ſhall now briefly ſum up the Whole of what I have been endeavouring 
to ſay, in the expreſſive Words of One, whoſe Affection and Eſteem for 
this learned Body are well known.—*<* We cannot (ſays He) be good Men, 


ik we are bad Subjects; and we are not wiſe Men, if we permit our- 
*« felves to be ſuſpected of it (I).“ 


HisToRr1- 
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HrsTorIcar, OpservaTions, 20 illuſtrate the foregoing 
DriscouRsE. 


(a) OW commonly ſoever this Conſpiracy may in latter 'Times have been 
aſcribed to the Management of Cecil Earl of Saliſbury, yet it is obſerved 
by the moſt inquiſitive of Hiſtorians, Dr. Kennet (in his Sermon preached 

at St. PauPs, Nov. 5. 1715.), that the Catholic Apology, printed in the Reign of 

Charles II. was the firſt Writer that dared to affirm, that © this Plot was deſigned to 

make the Policy of a great Stateſman :* And © that Cecil himſelf contrived the 

« ſtrange Letter that was ſent to the Lord Monteagle.— A later Author, who has 

burleſqued the Reformation in doggrel Verſes, runs away with this Story, as he does 

with the Nag's-head Conſecration, and many other Falſities abundantly before con- 
futed : And in his Notes he gravely ſays, That Sanderſon, a Proteſtant, intimates 

„the ſame, when he tells us, that the Jeſuits had a Note of Cecil's Name in their 

© Regiſter, not as a Day-labourer, but as a Maſter-workman, whoſe foreign and 

* domeſtic Engineers wrought in this Mine of Diſcovery.*— As if any could be 

ignorant, that this was not meant of Cecil the Stateſman, but of Tho, Cecil, a buſy 

Romiſh Prieſt — See Dr. Kennet's Sermon in 4to, p. 28. | 

) See the Preface to Mr. Bower's Hiſtory of the Popes, p. 11, 12, &c. upon 
the politic Change of the Foundation of the Supremacy from the Grant of the Em- 
peror Phocas to that of a divine Right derived from St. Peter. 

(c) This was remarkably the Caſe of Sir Everard Digby, one of the Gun-powder- 
Traitors, as appears by ſeveral Paſſages in his Letters (as quoted by Dr. Tillotſon, in 
his excellent Sermon. on the Fifth of November 1678.) ; but eſpecially where he intreats 
his Friends © to pray for the pardoning of his not ſufficiently ſtriving againſt Tempta- 
tions, ſince this Buſineſs was firſt undertook.” — See Tillotſon's Works, Vol. I. in 
Folio, p. 164. | 

(4) The Truth of theſe and the following Aſſertions will plainly appear to any one, 


that conſults the Accounts of this "Treaſon, publiſhed by Authority A. D. 1605. inti- 
tuled, A Diſcourſe of the Manner of the Diſcovery of this late intended "Treaſon, 
ec. containing the Examination and Confeſſion of ſome of the Priſoners.— And 


alſo, * A true and perfect Relation of. the Proceedings at the ſeveral Arraignments of 
the late moſt barbarous Traitors, printed. in 4, A. D. 1606.*— From whence it 
may be clearly proved, that the Defign of this Treaſon was, to reſtore the Roman- 
Catholic Religion, by defeating the Proteſtant Succeſſion. For this Purpoſe, Pope 


Clement VIII. had ſent over to Garnet, Provincial of the Jeſuits in England, two 


Briefs or Bulls; one to the Clergy, Dilectis Filiis Archipreſbytero et reliquo Clero 


Anglicano; — the other to the Nobility,  DileCtis Filiis Principibus et Nobilibus 


« Anglicanis.— And. whenever it ſhall happen, that That wretched Woman (mean- 


© ing Queen Elizabeth) ſhall depart this Life—they ſhould not admit Any to ſucceed 


6. her, how much ſoever their Claim might be ſupported by Proximity of Blood, 
* unleſs. they were ſuch as would not only tolerate the Catholic Faith, but would 
« with all their Study and Endeavour promote it, and, according to the Cuſtom of 


© their 
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© their Anceſtors, would bind themſelves by an Oath to the Performance of it.'— 
See Sir Edw. Cobe's Speech in the Trial of the Gun-powder-'Traitors. On this De- 
claration of the Pope (as Dr. Kennet obſerves), our Engliſb Traitors laid and built up 
the Plot. Catefby, the great Projector, who beſt knew the Wheel of his own Mo- 
tions in it, openly declared, that he thought the Will of his Holineſs to be ſuffici- 
ently ſignified in thoſe Bulls ; for if it were by them lawful to refuſe or repel an here- 
tical Prince, it was now as lawful to caſt him out, And Father Garnet, the chief 
Manager, declared in effect the ſame thing, that he would haye nothing to do with 
the King's Right, in as much as he was ſo hardened in a contrary Religion, that there 
was now no Hope of his Converſion left. e obs 1 4 

Many other Authorities ok be offered to prove, that the Source and Original of 
the Powder-Plot was really the debarring and rejecting a Proteſtant Prince from his 
lineal and hereditary Right of Succeſſion. From whence it is natural to draw this 
Inference: | 

That whatever Noiſe the Papiſts may now make of Royal Birthright, and how 
fond ſoever of advancing a Pretender to it, yet their End in it is the Good of their 
Church, and Duty to the See of Rome; not their Regard to any ſuch abſolute Right 
in itſelf, nor for the ſake of any one Perſon only ; but for their common Policy and 
Gain. For when that Right was the cleareſt in the World, in the Perſon of King 
James I. yet his Popiſh Mother would have ſuffered a Defeaſance of it (ſee the Me- 
morial to Proteſtants, 5 Nev. 1712, p. 5+) ; and all the Prieſts, and Jeſuits, and the 
Pope himſelf, combined againſt it, as they had done before in the hereditary Monar- 
chy of France, where the undoubted Title of King Henry IV. was denied and oppoſed 
with the utmoſt Fury of Rebellion; and, before, he could reign in Peace, he was 
forced to be abſolved from Hereſy, tho' afterwards murdered for Suſpicion of it. 

So far Dr. Kennet. In ſupport of which vide Mem. to Prot. 5th Nov. 1712, 8vo, 
p. 25, 26. See alſo a Letter of Cardinal D*Ofat. to Hen. IV. of France, dated at 
Rome 26th of Nav. 1601. Lettres D*Ofſat. Folio, 1624. To the ſame, from Rome, 
25th of June 1601. and one in Nævemben in the ſame Year. In Anſwer to which, 
the King, in a Letter to the Cardinal at Rome, dated 24. Dec. 1601. after long 
arguing againſt the Attempts of the Pope and King of Spain to hinder the real Suc- 
ceſſion in England, concludes with the Intimation of ſome wicked Plot, formed by 
the Pope. I think (ſays he) we ought to avoid all Occaſions of doing THAT which 
© the Pope DISCOVERED to you concerning the ſaid Succeſſion of England; ſince the 
© Reaſons aboveſaid will by no means permit me to engage in the DESIGN which his 
© Holineſs has projected,” | 

In the Memoirs of the Duke of Sully, there is Mention made of ſeveral Intimations 
given to King James, from the Court of France, of the ill Deſigns and Intrigues of 
the Jeſuitical Party againſt him, and even of a © ſudden Blow.* See Notes on the 
Life of King James, in the General Hiſtory of England, Vol. II. p. 674.— Thus (as 
Dr. Kennet obſerves. in the aboveſaid Sermon) it is very probable, that Hen. IV. of 
France had the firſt Notice of this intended Treaſon from a Cardinal in the Court of 
Rome, and ſent the firſt Intelligence of it to King James: Not a full Diſcovery, but 
a ſufficient Intimation, that he muſt expect ſome Great Blow, if he did not take care 
of himſelf. $A 

It is not probable, that it ſhould be concealed from the Pope, when one of the 
Plotters went to Rome for Counſel, and another was ſent Expreſs: And even ſomewhat 

before 


Q 


which (ſays he) is to be ſeen and fold at the Palace in the Priſoners Gallery; and 
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before that time, the ſame Pope had made an Injunction not to diſcloſe any Secret 


told in Confeffion, and he was ſo providing for the ſafe Conveyance of it. 


It was a general Surmiſe, at leaſt, among the whole Order of Jeſuits in foreign 
Parts: Or elſe one of them could hardly have ſtated the Caſe fo exactly, ſome four 
or five Years before it broke out.— Father Del-Rio, in a Treatiſe printed A. D. 
1600. put the Caſe, as if he had already looked into the Mine and Cellars, and had 
ſarveyed the Barrels of Powder, and had heard the whole Confeſſions of Faux and 
Cateſby. For he puts the Caſe in the very Suppoſition of auricular Confeſſion (as Gar- 
net profeſſed it was revealed to him): He gives it for an Inſtanee of not breaking the 
Seal of Confeſſion (as Garnet pleaded for concealing this Plot): He laid down the very 
Poſition that Garnet urged, That it was not lawful for a Prieſt to diſcloſe a Secret 
committed to him ; tho” it was even Treaſon againſt the State. I ſay, when the 
Jeſuit Del- Rio had been thus dancing as it were on the Edge of the Powder-Plot, he 
pointed down more directly to it. He ſuppoſes, that A Malefactor ſhall confeſs, 
« that either himſelf, or ſome other, has laid Gunpowder, or the like Matter, under 
« ſuch an Entry; and unleſs it be taken away, the whole Houſe may be deftroyed, 
© and all that are going in or out of the City may fall into Deſtruction or Danger,” — 
© Confitetur maleficus, ſe vel alium poſuiſſe pulverem, vel quid aliud, ſub tali limine ; et 
© n1fs tollatur, domum comburendam, PRINCIPEM interiturum, quotquot urbem ingredi- 
© entur egredienturque in magnam perniciem aut periculum venturos,” &c. Del-Rio Diſ- 
quiſ. Mag. Lib. VI. Cap. i. Sect. 11. Edit. 1600.—-Upon which Caſe he would re- 
ſolve the Queſtion, Whether a Prieſt may make uſe of the Diſcovery made to him in 
private Confeſſion, when the ſaid Diſcovery would tend to the Good of the Govern- 
ment, and to the averting of ſuch an imminent Evil? And he concludes in the Ne- 
gative, No: A Diſcovery muſt not be made. And he fortifies his Opinion with a 

ecree of the then preſent Pope againſt revealing of Confeſſions to a Prieſt, | 

This was fo poſitive and full in all the Inftances of the PowpkR, of the Hovse, 
in a CiTy, of a PRINCE, and the MEETING of Many, or a great Aſſembly going 
in and out; a Malefactor, or wicked Agent, confeſſing; the PRIEST concealing ; 
and the HoLy FATHER approving ; that if King James ever ſaw this Book, it was 
ho ſuch Wonder, that he did fo readily underſtand the Letter about receiving 4 
© terrible Blow in this Parliament, and not ſeeing who hurt them.“ Dr. Kennet's 
Sermon. 

This Del- Rio might the rather be ſuppoſed conſcious of ſome Powder- Plot, as at 
leaſt talked of among the Jeſuits; becauſe he did afterwards approve, and in effect 
extol it, by juſtifying his Brother Garnet, and running a Compariſon between him 
and Dionyſius the Areopagite. * If. Caſauboni ad Front. Duc. Epiſt. p. 147.“ See Dr. 
Kennet's Sermon and Notes, p. 10. and alſo p. 27. where he obſerves, that Middying- 
ton, the faireſt and honeſteſt of the Popiſh Weiiters, does confeſs, * That of the 
Malefactors who eſcaped, two of the Jeſuits, upon their Arrival at Rome, met with 
© Countenance and Reward : One was made the Pope's Penitentiary, the other a 
« Confeffor in St. Peter's Church.'— And 

Anti-Coton, written againſt the Jeſuits by a ſober Papiſt, affirmed, that Garnet 
and Olacorne, juſtly executed as Traitors, are by Bellarmine ſtyled by the honourable 
Name of Martyrs, as alſo by the Apologiſt for Garnet; and thereupon they are 
ranged in the Catalogue of the Zeſurts Martyrs, lately printed at Rome, a Copy of 


that 
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that ſince the Death of the King [ Henry IV. J. — See Dr. Kennet, ib. See alſo the 
Miracle of Garnet's Picture in a Straw, as delivered by Mr. Sheldon, in his Motives 
to Converſion, 1612. 4to.” 

Cateſby made a Scruple, whether it was lawful to deſtroy ſome Catholics, who 
might be mixed with Heretics in the Parliament-houſe. Upon which Garnet declared, 
That if the Advantage were greater to the Catholic Part, by taking away ſome 
< INNOCENTS, together with many Noc EN Ts, then doubtleſs it ſhould be lawful to 
© kill and deſtroy them ALL; as we mult not forbear the Storming of a Fort, though 
« ſome FRIENDS be in it, who with the EN EMV may be ſlain. — See Fowlis Fit. 
Rom. Treaſ. p. 513- So Cateſby encouraged his Man Thomas Bates, That it being 
for a good Cauſe,” it was juſtifiable and good to conceal it, and promote the 
Succeſs of it. See Sir Edward Coke's Speech at the Trial of Garnet, 4t9.— And 
Rookwoed, when the Deſign was firſt imparted to him, being greatly amazed there- 
at, anſwered, That it was a Matter of Couſcience to take away ſo much Blood : 
But Cateſby replied, * "That he was reſolved, and that by good Authority, in Con- 
© ſcience it might be done, Sc. See © The Proceedings againſt the T raitors, 49. 


: That theſe Traitors were a not a Set of needy and diſappointed Malecontents, ap- 
pears from what King James himſelf ſays of them: © If theſe Conſpirators had been 
* Bankrupt Perſons, or diſcontented upon Occaſion of any Diſgraces done unto them, 
© that might have ſeemed to have been but a Work of Revenge. But for my own 
© part, as I ſcarcely ever knew any of them, ſo cannot they allege ſo much as a 
© pretended Cauſe of Grief, &c.“ See © King James's Speech after the Diſcovery of 
the Treaſon, 4to.” See allo * Apology for the Oath of Allegiance, p. 18.“ 

Tho it was intended, agreeably to the uſual Practice of Papiſts in dividing of Proteſt- 
ants one againſt another, that this Plot ſhould, after the Execution, have been imputed 
to the Puritans ; yet there is not to this Day the leaſt Colour of Argument for ſuppoſing, 
that any one Proteſtant had really a Hand init. Notwithſtanding which want of Proof, 
it is thus roundly aſſerted by Father Orleans : © Such a deteſtable Attempt could never 
© be too ſeverely puniſhed. All Men do not agree about the Circumſtances of it, that 
© were given out: The Inventions of our Days ſhew, what might have been invented 
© then, However it was, that Crime could not be imputed to the Catholics alone ; 
for a conſiderable Number of the Proteſtants were in it; and if any Catholics were 
© concerned, ſome of them were Priefts, who had no other Hand in it, than that 
© they were accuſed, without ſufficient Proof, of having been told it in Confeſſion, 
© The others were two or three Incendiaries, ſet on (as *tis believed) by Cecil, the 


prime Miniſter, in order to expoſe the Catholics to the Perſecution that enſued.” — 


How groſs a Miſrepreſentation is this of the whole Affair! For it plainly appears from 
the Trial of Garnet, that he was ſo far from being able to deny his Knowlege of the 
Plot, that he was obliged to confeſs, that Greenwell had informed him of all the Par- 
ticulars : He pleaded indeed in Excuſe for his Concealment of it, that it was revealed 
to him under the Seal of Confeſſion.— In Anſwer to which, the Lord Salisbury 
charged him with giving Greenwell Abſolution, without his declaring any Deteſtation 
or Penitence. It was alſo proved, that Father Hammond abſolved all the Traitors at 
Robert Winter's Houſe, upon Thurſday after the Diſcovery of the Plot, tho' they were 
then in Arms and open Rebellion, See The Proceedings againſt the Traitors.” 
See alſo * A Memorial to Proteſtants, 5th Nov. 1713. p. 49. 
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The Sacrament they alſo impiouſly and deviliſhly profaned, in order to give a 
reater Solemnity and Sanction to the horrid Oath of Secrecy and Perſeverance. The 
Yor of it was this: ©* You ſhall ſwear by the Bleſſed Trinity, and by the Sacrament 
you now purpoſe to receive, never to diſcloſe, directly nor "ndireAt, „by Word or 
« Circumſtance, the Matter that ſhall be propoſed to you to keep ſecret ; nor deſiſt 
from the Execution thereof until the reſt ſhall give you Leave.'-—- This Oath was 
by Gerard the Jeſuit given to Catesby, Percy, Chriſtopher Wright, and Thomas Winter, 
at once; and by Greenwell the Jeſuit to Bates, at another time; and ſo to the reſt, 

Proceedings againſt the late Traitors, 4, and Sir Edi. Coke's Speech.” 

Thus it appears from the Whole, that the Authors were led into this Wickedneſs 
by their Religion; they acted according to their Conſciences, as the Jeu did in 
crucifying Chrift ; they were drawn by none but their Spiritual Guides, by their own 
High Prieſt and their A by the Aa and the governing Clergy, &c. 

See the Sermon of Dr. William Lloyd, 5. Nov. 1678. for an Anſwer to other Ob- 
jections: And for a full and fair Compariſon of our Church with the See of Rome, in 
all the ſubſtantial Parts of Religion, confirmed by the moſt authentic Teſtimonies, 
containing a Treaſure of Proteſtant Learning. See alſo his Sermon preached before 
the King the 24th of Nov. 1678. printed in 4to. 1679. 
ſe) Sir Edw. Coke, in his Speech at the Trial. 
7 Clem. II. Pont. Max. Epiſt. et Brevia. Fol. Rome, 1724. tom. ii. p. 179. 
- (g) See a Pamphlet lately publiſhed, intituled, .* Popery always the ſame, exem- 
plified in the late Perſecution of French Proteſtants.” 
(h) Burnet's Hiſt. of Ref. V. II. Part II. B. ii. p. 280, to p. 284. 
(i) Before Baliol-College.— See Burn. Hiſt. of Ref. Vol. II. Part II. B. ii. p. 318. 
See alſo his Account of the many other Cruelties exerciſed by the Papiſts in that Reign 
over the other Proteſtant Divines in different Parts of the Kingdom ; which furniſh 
us with a very ſenſible Argument againſt Popery : Since (as was wittily ſaid by the 
Lord Falkland) © Tho? we are not ſure, that all whom they damn are damned; yet 
© we are very ſure, that all whom they burn are burnt.” 

(+) Magdalen-College. ; 

(1) See the Biſhop of Oxford's Charge to his Clergy at his primary Viſitation, p. 6. 
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Lately publiſhed, in the ſame Size with This, 


WO SERMONS preached before the Uni- 

verſity of Oxford, at St. Mary's, on September 
15th, and October 20th, 1745. Now publiſhed for the 
Uſe of the younger Students of the Two Univerſities. 


By OHV DALTON, A.M. and Fellow of 
Rueen's-College in Oxford. 
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